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Dear Parents, 
 

Today we have lit the third candle on our Advent Wreath, to mark 
the beginning of the third week in Advent. 
 
This time next week it will be Christmas Day and I hope you all 
enjoy the Christmas holidays and sharing the time with your 
children. Our school Christmas celebrations have included nativity 
plays, times of prayer and thanksgiving, parties and our yet to 
come Christmas dinner. Your children have been a credit to you 

and the staff team. I thank all of you and the whole staff team, teachers, learning support 
assistants and the office, premises, kitchen and midday teams, for making the last few weeks go 
so smoothly. I am sure we will all be singing our favourite Christmas songs for many days to 
come! 
 
Reception Nativity The Reception children made us all extremely proud with their performance 
of ‘A Miracle in Town’ last Thursday. It was superb – with great loud voices and singing. They 
certainly followed in their peers’ footsteps and made sure that their little lights shone brightly 
too. We look forward to their second performance, tomorrow, Tuesday 19th December at 10am. 
 

Candlelit Eucharist We will be finishing the Autumn Term with our Candlelit Eucharist on 
Wednesday 20th December at 2pm. You are very welcome to come and join us for this special 
occasion and time of reflection as the term finishes. 
 

Great Ormond Street Hospital and Shelter Thanks to your tremendous generosity we have 
already raised £800 towards these fantastic charities. Many thanks. 
 

Birthday Assembly The final birthday assembly of 2017 will be on Wednesday 20th December. We 
will be celebrating birthdays up to and including 24th December. 
 

School Meals Tomorrow our hall will be filled with great excitement and laughter for our 
Christmas dinner. My thanks go to Mrs Turner and her kitchen team for looking after us so well, 
not only for Christmas but every day of the school year. When we return after Christmas we will 
conclude week 2 with curry on Thursday 4th January 2018. 
 

School uniform Over the holiday please could everyone check that each item of school uniform 
is clearly labelled with your child’s name. Also, could you please check that your child returns to 
school with a complete PE kit – shorts, t-shirt, tracksuit bottoms and plimsolls that fit – again all 
clearly labelled with your child’s name. Many thanks in advance. 
 

Supplementary Information Forms for Admissions in September 2018 The closing date for 
applications to the Local Authority for children starting school in September 2018 is Monday 15th 
January 2018. Please ensure that any completed supplementary information forms are also 
returned to school by the closing date, 15th January 2018. 
 
Christmas Film Evening Thank you to everyone for your amazing support for this event. We had 
over 170 children stay for our inaugural film evening. All proceeds will go towards school funds. 
My thanks also go to all the staff who enabled this event to take place. 
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Bag2School I am sure that as we prepare for a new year and try to find places for presents at 
Christmas, many of us will attempt a ‘declutter’. Please keep any old clothes and fabric recycling 
… We are taking part in the Recycle for Essex Campaign who are working with Bag2School this 
year. In the new year, we will be sending home bags that can be filled with clothing and fabric (a 
detailed list of what can go in the bags is available at http://uk.bag2school.com/what-we-collect). 
Our collection date is Tuesday 6th February. The school will receive 40p per kilogramme of 
clothing and fabric collected so it is a fantastic way of raising funds for our school, so please get 
recycling! 
 
End of the Year tidying When you are tidying and decluttering there are a few things that we 
would love you to look out for and send into school if they are no longer needed: 

- small world, tarpaulins, old saucepans, spoons, metal or plastic bowls, musical 
instruments, plastic tablecloths – Reception would love these for their new mud kitchen 
coming soon 

- children’s comics and magazines for wet play 
- board / card games 
- clean boxes, kitchen roll tubes, bottle lids (all sizes!) for Reception’s next topic ‘Wonderful 

World’ 
- old superheroes costumes for Year 1’s next topic ‘Superheroes’ 
- textured / different style balls for Year 2’s next topic ‘Bounce!’ (they do not need to be 

particularly bouncy!) 
Thank you – we hope we can help with your recycling! 
 
School Health Drop in Clinic There are ‘drop in clinics’ at Larchwood Children’s Centre on 
Mondays from 3pm to 4.30pm on the following dates – 8th and 22nd January, 5th and 19th February 
and 12th and 26th March 2018. Staff will be available to answer any health questions you may have 
regarding your child and provide hearing tests. 
 
Headteacher’s Awards 

Week ending Friday 15th December 
Y2C  Drew Hodges    Y2N Zoë Muir 
Y21P –Y2  Ava Donaghy    Y1 Isla Coombes 
Y1NT  Theo Scola    Y1G Harry Palmer 
ROF  Charlie Calver   RMN Lila Keith 
RG  Tommy Ricketts 
 

Attendance Cup Last week’s winners were Y2N with 100%. 
 
Punctuality Bear Last week’s winners were St Luke’s with 100%. 
 
DVDs of the Christmas Plays Thank you to Mrs Shanley and Mr Plush who recorded both of our 
Christmas plays. Mr & Mrs Shanley will be transferring the footage onto DVDs (one for each play) 
and these will be available at £5 each. Orders can be placed at the office. Please ensure that 
payment is made in cash, at the same time as placing the order. 
 

Christmas Post Box The Postmistresses have been kept very busy. The Post Box will close on 
Tuesday 19th December 2017 to ensure that all last post deliveries are made. 
 

Think of a Question is our family challenge! 
 

Thank you for all the fantastic questions sent into school 
this week. We have received some really interesting 
questions including: 
 

‘Why is a man holding the baby Mummy? …. Why do you 
think a man would be holding a baby? … Because he has one 

and he loves it.’ (Joe & Mummy, RMN) 
 

‘Is that a Mummy holding her baby’s feet?’ (Harry, ROF) 
 

‘Which baby do these feet belong to?’ (Samuel, Y2N) 
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If you have not yet sent in your question, there is a speech bubble at the end of the newsletter for 
you to do so. Please send any questions that you think of at home into school and they will be 
added to the whole school display. 
 
Christingle Candles Don’t forget to take your Christingle boxes with you if you are going to St 
Thomas’ on Christmas Eve. You will get a nice surprise in exchange for it. 
 
Christmas Services at St Thomas’ Church 

 

Christmas Eve Christingle Service at 4.30pm - for younger children 
 

Christingle Service at 6pm - for older children 
 

Blessing of the Crib and Midnight Mass at 11.30pm 
 

Christmas Day   Sung Mass with Carols at 10am 
 

Thank you to everyone for your support and involvement in school life this term. It has been a 
long term but all the children have been fantastic and much has been achieved. 
 
I wish you all a happy, peaceful and blessed time over the Christmas holiday and look forward to 
seeing everyone safely back in school on Thursday 4th January 2018. 
 
Happy Christmas! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
C B L’Estrange 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher  
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